




Physician Associate 
A Physician Associate (PA) is a postgraduate who has trained in the medical model for two F/T years (equivalent to THREE academic years) in general medicine. To practice, a PA must complete in addition to university exams, a Faculty of Physician Associate (FPA) set National Exam (PANE). 
The graduate PA has established a level of learning as set out in the Competence and Curriculum Framework The Competence and Curriculum Framework for the (fparcp.co.uk) and are required to revalidate via e-portfolio and complete 50 hours of CPD yearly. 
PAs upon graduation are expected to be supervised more closely during their first year, which is their consolidation year and includes portfolio development and work-based assessments. This is an important developmental year in terms of supervision and education and to support practices, HEE provide additional funding for the first preceptor or ‘intern’ year. FPA Materials | Faculty of Physician Associates - quality health care across the NHS (fparcp.co.uk). 
Additional guidance ‘The First year in general practice’ has also been produced by the FPA. Faculty of Physician Associates - quality health care across the NHS (fparcp.co.uk)
After the first year, clinical supervision continues for this semi-autonomous role. Further guidance from HEE and FPA; ‘The Core Capabilities Framework’ sets out a guide for supervision level at each stage (Tier) of practice for MAPs (Medical associate Professionals including Physician Associates, Anaesthesia Associates (AA) and Surgical Care Practitioners. June 2022 MAP Core Capabilities Framework FINAL.pdf (hee.nhs.uk). The Tiers are similar to the 4 pillars of Advanced Practice for AHPs.
Supervision requirement and expectations throughout the PA’s career is also found on the FPA website and summarised on the training hub website.
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